


SHOOTING SPORTS HAVE LONG BEEN

"S'SOCIATED WITH THE SOCIAL

PRESTIGE OF THE LANDED GENTRY, GREAT ESTATES AND COUNTRY
HOUSES. DESPITE THE ISLAND'S LAND CONSTRAINTS AND TIGHT GUN
REGULATIONS, TANG WEN LI MEETS A NUMBER OF DISTINGUISHED
MEN WHO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE SPORT'S VARIOUS DISCIPLINES

ore often than not, shooting

and hunting conjure up the

image of a party of English

gentlemen in tweeds and cap

with a healthy respect for the
countryside. Shooting in countries such as
England, Scotland and Ireland has been a
tradition for hundreds of years.

From the mid-1800s, Victorian and
Edwardian hunting weekends, known as
Saturday to Monday house parties, were
legendary. Pheasant shooting or hunting wild
game was known as the sport of kings as
royalty and aristocrats often participated.

Hunting on horseback, and in particular
fox hunting with hounds, was traditionally,
and remains today, the bastion of the
privileged. Shooting was, and is, an
exclusive domain by virtue of the fact that
you either are a landowner, or enjoy a
similar social status to be associated with
one, to shoot an animal. '

According to industry sources, trap shooting
evolved from box-bird shooting in England in
the 1800s. The first clay target, a flat disc, was
introduced between 1883 and 1887. Clay
targets and clay pigeons furthered the
development of trap shooting and
subsequently, a new discipline known as
sporting (also known as sporting clays)
resulted in the 1900s. Before clay targets were
invented, glass balls were filled with smoke or
feathers and thrown by hand in the 1850s.

. Skeert shooting is a relative newcomer,

invented in Massachusetts in 1920.

The Singapore Rifle Association (SRA),
founded in 1862, produced the only Singapore
Asian Games shooting gold medal in the early
1960s — Fred de Souza, in 50m small - bore rifle
shooting. Over the years, its members have
competed in the Asian Games, SEAP Games
and Southeast Asia Shooting Championships.
Among its council members of distinguished
company, Senior Minister Lee Kuan Yew has
been the president of SRA since 1964. The
Chairman is Fung Lok Nam.

The SRA is one of 10 shooting clubs
under the Singapore Shooting Association
(SSA), the governing body for shooting
activities here. The National Shooting
Centre is located in Choa Chu Kang which
houses the SRA and SSA.

It is also the home of the Singapore Gun
Club (SGC). Started in the early 1950s, early
members include Richard Eu and prominent
members of the community such as Jack Oei.
For nearly two decades from the late 1970s,
SGC members dominated the Southeast
Asian clay target shooting scene, winning
many individual and team gold medals in
SEA Games trap and skeet events. Its current
committee president is Tan Boon Huat, chief
executive director of the People’s Association.

A former gold medal winner in the
individual trap at the Kuala Lumpur and
Jakarta South Easc Asia Games in 1977 and
1979, Tan is also the SSA president. “I
started in my teens with plinking, that is

shooting at a tin can. In the old days, my
father had a hunting licence in Singapore.
You could hunt flying foxes but in the '60s
hunting became more difficult, and he joined
the Singapore Gun Club and the Singapore
Rifle Association,” he says.

In the 1960s, the SRA got permission to
use the Hindhede quarry, a concession of
Koh Bock Thye. Regular father and son
shooting activities using tin can targets
resulted: “It was basically an open range and
we were shooting into the side of a granite
hill. T used a borrowed Winchester pump
.22. Then my father started on clay target
shooting and I used to follow him.”

The avid sportsman, who also had a
penchant for skydiving during university
days, eventually became an accomplished trap
shooter. In the process he learned to shoot
small bore rifle and 300m full bore rifle. “The
latter in a way is the most enjoyable because
you are shooting at 300m, the bull’s eye, is
only 10cm in diameter. If you do hit it, you
really feel a sense of achievement,” he says.

“In those days until the early *90s when 1
was into competing, I really enjoyed it because
once I got into that mode of shooting, I forgot
about everything else.” Acknowledging that
consistent shooting requires discipline apart
from hand-eye-brain co-ordination, Tan says:
“Physically you may be tired but mentally you
come out refreshed.”

“The allure of shooting to me has two
aspects: In a way, it brings you back to the
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